What will the devolution settlement
mean for Manchester?

As well as providing an opportunity for the people of Scotland to have their say on the prospect
of being an independent country, September's historic referendum also opened up the debate
amongst some English cities calling for further powers from Westminster, Following the
announcement that Greater Manchester has now agreed a devolution settlement with the
government - a move which will aim to give ‘greater powers to the area’s combined authority working
in partnership with a directly-elected mayor’ - we ask industry insiders what it will mean for the city,

It clear that mare of a focus s
being put on wransport and
infrastructure and the region’s
poliTicians Nayve a Bood track recond
whien it comes to this - we have an
ExCElEnt transpart network set o
be boosted by HS2, which is in tum
leading 1o gobal investors”
attraction 1o the City and growing
demand for new offices.

If more funding is made aualable
for infrastructure and housing o
the deal, &5 it appears to be the
rase, hen there s no doudt that
Graater Manchestes will stand
o banefit,

The city region doesn't wart to
stop here S Richar! Leese says his
ultimate aim i5 to have ful control
oier the total £220n of anmual
spend. These new funds are a drop
in the ooean rompared 1o this, |
think that this poes to=how that it
i5 astepin the right direction but
I5M't quite the ransformational
move 15 been made out o be.

David Lathwood, lead directar,
North West at JLL

s between significant and
momentous, This s amilestone ina
one journey, but an important one. It
b ks on exisiing initiatives like
‘Eambark, which enables the city
region mreirmast E30m a year of
value raised Iocally, pushing new
houncdaries and bringing the power of
decision 1 Manchester,

'TCP!'I,JE'I SInE This step-rhange reeds
amew leyel of accountanilit, the
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agreement also allows for an elected
meyar 1o be adkded 1o the combined
authaority, a governance scheme marde
n Manchester

Given tha svidenred benafits that
Faning a metropoltan mayor has
brought London, this is hugely 1o
Manchesters acvantage - sowe
weknme what will be a nationally-
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talivier Manchesters agenda, from H2
and H=2 to changing the health,
benafits, planning and business
support systemes.

Trese new powers neerd sty and
Su [I[Z[JI T and we wilp .[_E'!,-' () ['\{‘IIT n
Falping 1ouse them 1o advance the
nral eronomy and stengthen me
gatewvay that the north of England s
to the workd, connecting peonle and
brusiness with more opportunity, trade
and ImacTment

Baron Frankal, strategy directar,
Manchester Airports Group

Devnlution for the Marth wWest s arare
opporiunity. The Soottish eferendum
on independence appears o have
acekrated public and politica
disenchantment with centralised
‘wWhitehal governance. Regiona
devnlution may not be a panarea for

all, and there are potential [Soues in
BMELNAE TRAT Those areas outsie
Creater Manchester are included, but it
ran promote stakeholder focus and
ownershipover the region’s economy.
cuen a small increzse in regional fisca
and palicy autonoey will prove exciting
and stimulating both for thosa with
marey 10 invest and those ina
position to provice support and
services for that imsestment. Greater
Manchester and the Morth West have a
chance to jump atead of regiona rvak,
not only in the potential for developing
sensible strategic Bovernance on

rrucial issues ke eronomic growth
and transaort but asn in terms of
oeneloping media coverage and
brand marketing,

Siobhan Fraser, director of
valuation advisory, CBRE
Manchester

There® still a bit of detal abaut

Ny Bovernment or oppasition
parties are going to delier
dealLtion Thinwsh netw [egislation,
but anything that puts the regian
in eontrol of its own desting bas o
be a good thing.

Giving local contral in policy
areas SUCh as transport, for
example, will fiave a majar impact
an the City centre retail economy,
which i3 already warth £3.4bn
avear.

Skills Is anotrer area of interest
1o retall, as the secton is such a
nLge empioyer in the City - around
25,000 people.

Manrhester & growing in
reputation and popularity as an
international visitor destination o
i % enouraging to see the city
region being ghen the powers 1o
steer that eiohal growth at a
local level,

Siman Binns, Heart of
Manchester BID manager,
CityCo




